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As Buildings Age and HVAC Systems  are  Modified... 

...efficiencies quickly deteriorate and systems often operate in off-design conditions. 
A thorough ventilation survey with facilities mapping is the first step in identifying solutions. 

This should be performed regularly, and before major renovations.  

NWESI is working with Oregon Health &  
“Science University to facilitate regulatory  
compliance and reduce energy use in the clin-
ical facilities on the hill.  During the first phase 
in late 2016, NWESI performed a complete 
airflow survey of the OHSU Hospital which 
included over 1,200 rooms in a 16 story, fully 
operating hospital.  From that survey a list of 
improvements was identified, in areas such as: 
(a) ductwork; (b) fire dampers; (c) equipment 
operation; and (d) room ventilation and  
pressurization. 

The second phase of the project was completed 
during the first quarter of 2017, where NWESI 
worked with the OHSU facilities staff and a sheet 
metal company to implement the highest priority 
changes. NWESI then rebalanced the systems to 
ensure rooms were in full regulatory compliance.

PROGRAM CHALLENGES

•	 Very short time frame to complete 
	 the initial survey

•	 Lack of up-to-date mechanical drawings

•	 Scheduling access without impacting  
	 normal hospital operations

OHSU and NWESI have enjoyed a very successful 
relationship over the years, 
and we are proud that our Site Sustaining Ser-
vices and Commissioning Services Divisions 
support OHSU’s recognized leadership in health 
care services. 

For more information, contact Bruce Gilpin 
bruceg@nwesi.com 
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New “Building Tune-Up” 
Regulations Take Effect 
in Seattle 
Seattle Municipal Code 22.930, adopted in March 
2016, requires that non-residential buildings (and 
spaces) 50,000 square feet and larger, will need to 
be “tuned up” every 5 years.  The deadline for com-
pliance depends on the building size and ownership, 
and there are some exceptions. 
See schedule for privately-owned buildings, 
in the chart to the right. 
Refer to the webpage, Office of Sustainability & Environment, for more information. 
https://www.seattle.gov/environment/buildings-and-energy/seattle-building-tune-ups/about

Municipal buildings are required to be tuned up one year ahead of the schedule above, 
as the city considers the average payback of 2-3 years in utility bill savings an investment 
worth making. 

TUNE-UP SCHEDULE
(Ongoing, every 5 years)

Building Size*   due date              

200,000+ sf  Oct 1, 2018        

100,000-199,999sf Oct 1, 2019        

70,000-99,999sf  Oct 1, 2020        

50,000-69,999sf  Oct 1, 2021        

*Excluding Parking

It’s what NWESI has been providing to customers for years: 
a comprehensive assessment, including targeted data  
collection, of HVAC, energy usage, and water systems, 
 that lead to operational and maintenance improvements.  

On average, these types of tune-ups lead to 10-15% 
energy savings. Attention owners of commercial 
buildings less than 100,000 square feet!!!  The City of 
Seattle is offering a Building Tune-Up Accelerator Pro-
gram, with incentives up to $0.12 per square foot, and 
technical assistance.  

The application due date is Dec. 1, 2017!

NWESI is participating in this program, and can help you navigate 
this process. Email johnh@nwesi.com for details. 

John Herboth, PE
Commissioning Authority 

So, What’s A Building Tune-Up?



For more information on the events, contact Jewel Bergeron, jewelb@nwesi.com.



If you think you know the answer, email tomp@nwesi.com by August 25, 2017.
Correct answers will be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift card.

Want more information? 
Please contact us at 503-639-7525 or visit us at nwesi.com.
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